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The boat analogy

Perhaps we are not facing a global problem. Perhaps the emerging resource constraints are merely a huge global storm. It is a storm getting stronger and stronger, and we are sitting in many different boats – countries , cities, and investments.

Each boat is facing the storm. Some boats are better prepared, others are larger. All are different.
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A hole in the  boat

We are all sitting in our own boat. Many of our boats have severe holes. 

There is no advantage in waiting for all others to agree to fix their own boat first . 

What are we waiting for? Maybe we are waiting to get rescued? Good luck!
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What is the best strategy?

If nobody else is fixing their boat, it is even more important to fix our own boat, since there is no other boat to go to.

Every boat is in a distinct situation, as we will see. We are not just subject to one global fate. There are global threats (such as global climate change), but it matters to understand how we are prepared and positioned as a country or city.

Here’s the good news: All countries can win, but only if they turn their own fate around. Look at your resource trends. Don’t wait for others. 

That’s why Global Footprint Network works directly with national governments. 




Un dépassement écologique continu signifie 
plus de changement climatique et moins de 
ressources écologiques (et fossiles). 

Pouvez-vous vous permettre de ne pas être prêt 
pour notre avenir prévisible ?

L'avenir n'a jamais été aussi prévisible :
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Recognizing that for cities (or countries and even companies) it is in the most direct self interest to prepare yourself for the predictable future begs the question – why is it not happening? And what are the opportunities?

Let me talk first about three major barriers. And then examples how we might overcome them. 

Clearly, this is work in progress, because if I knew, I would tell you about all the great successes…



(Anthropocène)

Les règles du jeu 
ont changé.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is this growing sense that the size of the human enterprise has outgrown the size or our planet.

Or is it just a qualitative problem of poor management? Or are we more fundamentally limited?

Our 
Quality or Quantity?



• (…)
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Régénération
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Biocapacité de notre planète (mois par mois)



L'essence : Régénération

1. « Capital » biologiques

2. Combustible fossile - limité par les actifs 
biologiques

3. Minéraux - leur extraction et leur concentration 
sont limitées par l'énergie, elle-même limitée par 
le « capital » biologiques.



Our biocapacity per person in the world (2021)
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Our global Ecological Footprint per person (2021)
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= 2.7521.7 (billion people)7.9(billion global ha) (global ha/ person)
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• Current use: 
1.73 Earths

• Prof. E.O Wilson’s goal: 
“Half-Earth” to keep 
85% of biodiversity:

Factor > 3

Demande de Régénération



Humanity is using 1.73 Earths.
Therefore in 2021,
Earth Overshoot

Day
fell
on

July 29.



dilemme psychologique:

rareté ou l'abondance

peur ou générosité



One-Planet Prosperity

#MoveTheDate



Quelles sont les solutions que 
vous       aimez      ?

www.100DaysOfPossibility.org

http://www.100daysofpossibility.org/




Sécurité en ressources



1985



La transformation du développement durable, c'est comme se 
brosser les dents...



mathis@footprintnetwork.org

data.footprintnetwork.org
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„Slow things first“ ��Unsere Infrastruktur bestimmt unseren nachhaltigen Erfolg

mailto:mathis@footprintnetwork.org
http://data.footprintnetwork.org/
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